
CITY OF SURPRISE 
ARTS AND CULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD  

Meeting Minutes 

September 19, 2011 / 6:00 PM 

Northwest Regional Library 
16089 N. BULLARD 

SURPRISE, ARIZONA 85374 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:04pm 

A. Roll Call   
Sandra Staehle (Chair) (absent), Kathie Morgan (Vice Chair), Margaret Lieu, Loretta 
Warner, ellise hayden (absent), Fred Ramsay (absent), Julie Richards, Susan DeJong 
Guests – Councilman Jim Biundo 

 

 

B. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
C. Current Events Reports – L. Warner advised that Octoberfest will be taking place on 

October 15, 2011 at Sonoran Plaza in Sun City Grand.  J. Richards reported that she 
finalized the November 13th Artist Tour with eight artists.  Tickets will be $25.00.  
Coordinating the Big Read.  The next step will be coordinating the group priorities of the 
Arizona Town Hall.  Will work on Quality of Life Initiative for sales tax to go to ballot in 
2012, 2014, etc.  Looking to include education, green space and other life quality 
minded groups.  There is much exploration at this time.  Sunset Review Arizona 
Community for the Arts to go before the governing board to present report and advocate 
for continuing funding. Participated in the America for the Arts Leadership Forum.  
WVAC was one of twelve groups across the country invited to participate in the Arts 
Education event at the Raven Grill in Verrado on September 26, 2011 at 4:30 p.m.  
Teachers from the Liberty, Peoria, and Dysart districts have all been invited.  RSVP 
necessary for the October 4, 2011.Community Town Hall.  There will be a preview of 
the Tour of Artists on October 7, 2011.  You can visit the website for a calendar of 
events.  A creative aging art program is in development.  Lifetime arts training on 
October 29, 2011.  K. Morgan updated the status list she would like staff to present and 
attach to the record for every meeting.   

D. Staff reports – The Action Log requested by the board was presented.  Connie with 
WHAM is working on adding an art component to the Beer Fest.  The Board has been 
asked to recruit artists for the Surprise Party and Big Holiday Event and was reminded 
to send in applications.  Elements of the Surprise Party and Dog Show were shared with 
the Board.  T. Combs will be e-mailing flyers to the Board in reference to the Beer Fest, 
CTCA and Second Sundays.  The Second Sundays program in October will have a 
German theme with dancers.  November’s program theme will be Jazz in the Park 
which has received rave reviews.  December’s program theme will be classic rock and 
February’s program theme will be West Valley Conservatory of Ballet performing Peter 
and the Wolf.  Second Sundays programs will take place from 2:00-5:00 p.m.  M. Lieu 
asked if the second Sunday was the best date for these events.  T. Combs advised that 
they have been taking place at this time for a year and a half with no issues or 
complaints, and therefore there is no plan to move the program to a different day.  T. 
Combs advised that an update on projects facilitated by the Marketing and 
Communications Department, 365 calendar will be discussed at the next Tourism Board 
meeting and there will be an update at the next Arts Board meeting.  The 



Communications Department is asked regularly  from non-profits and outside agencies 
to promote their event on the City website, however since it is a municipal government 
website only city sponsored or partnered events will be highlighted.  Councilman Biundo 
schedules his own show and guests, Council Talk with Jim Biundo and to date, he  has 
not contacted the Communications Department.  Council’s approval of the strategic plan 
will be placed on the September 27th council agenda.  S. Staehle will be out of town so 
K. Morgan will present at the meeting.  The hanging system was purchased on 
September 12th and came in today.  Terry Lowe is scheduling the installation.  His goal 
is to have it completed by the end of the month. 
 

 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  

None – comments taken after agendized items and included in the minutes for those items. 

CONSENT AGENDA  

E.  Approval of items on the Consent Agenda 

No items were identified as consent agenda items. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS – NON PUBLIC HEARING  

 
Item 5 – CITYWIDE – Consideration and action to approve the minutes of the August 1, 
2011 regular meeting. 
 
M. Lieu motion to approve, second L. Warner.  None opposed. 
 
Item 6 – CITYWIDE – Update on the Arts Festival 
 
Connie Whitlock was to provide and update on the Art is Alive Event but she could not make it.  T. 
Combs overviewed their discussions.  Event scheduled for the last Saturday and Sunday in March 
31, 2012 and April 1, 2012.  Connie will come to a future meeting to provide an update. 
 
Item 7 – CITYWIDE – Presentation on the West Valley Arts Council.   
 
Presentation attached.   
 
Item 8 – CITYWIDE –  Discussion regarding the grant process. 
 
Process revised jointly by Margaret and ellise was presented to the board. 
 
L. Warner moved to accept the process with recommended revisions, second S. DeJong. 
 
Staff will draft the application and add any addition housekeeping items that should be included for a 
successful solicitation process.  The board recommended a four week advertisement.   
 
Item 9 – CITYWIDE –  Discussion and possible action to include a representative from the 
Dysart Unified School District in planning efforts. 
 



S. DeJong inquired about adding a representative from Dysart to the board.  The board make-up is 
determined by municipal code.  The board encouraged attendance at future board meetings by 
DUSD reps so they can obtain an understanding of the role and nature of the advisory board.  A 
future presentation by Dysart may be agendized.   
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Future agenda items to include choosing a representative for a 30minute presentation during council 
talk (ellise and Sandi if available). 
Hanging system and call to artists process 
Review November meeting schedule to accommodate review of grant submissions for goal of 
December award by council 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT – Motion to adjourn 7:57pm S. DeJong, second L. Warner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:  

____________________________ 

Mark Coronado, Director 

Community & Recreation Services 

  

 

 

CERTIFICATION:  

I, Dana Garr, Analyst for the City of Surprise 
Community and Recreation Services Department, 
Maricopa County, Arizona, do hereby verify that 
these are the true and correct minutes of the CRS 
Board meeting held on September 19, 2011. 
____________________________________  

Dana Garr, Sr. Analyst  

 

POSTED:  TIME:    

 

 

Linda Stevens, Deputy City Clerk 

 

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Individuals needing reasonable accommodations, such as large print 
materials and oral/ ASL interpreters, should contact the Disability Advocate at 
623.222.3821 (Voice) or 623.222.3802 (TTY/VP) at least three (3) business days prior to 
the event so arrangements can be made.   
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