
CITY OF SURPRISE 
ARTS AND CULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD  

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

May 2, 2011/ 6:00 PM 

Northwest Regional Library 
16089 N. BULLARD 

SURPRISE, ARIZONA 85374 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:04pm 

A. Roll Call   
Sandra Staehle (Chair), Kathie Morgan (Vice Chair), Eric Cultum, Margaret Lieu, Loretta 
Warner, Jim Biundo, ellise hayden, Kendra Amburgey (absent) 
Guests – None 

 

 

B. Pledge of Allegiance 
C. Current Events Reports  

 
The board would prefer that budget discussions should begin in December and boards 
and commissions should be provided an opportunity to comment.   The board requested 
grant process rules are provided to the board at a future meeting.   
 
Kendra Amburgey clarified comments that the City of Surprise was approached first by 
West Valley Arts Museum prior to relocating to Peoria.   
 
Eric Cultum reported that Mr. Thomas Schultz, who is on this evening’s agenda, called 
him directly to advise he would not be able to come tonight.  He also stated 
Communiversity has public art display from WHAM from last three months.  Mr. Cultum 
also advised he attended the budget retreat Saturday afternoon.  Mr. Cultum suggested 
a member of the board contact Connie Whitlock from WHAM prior to the meeting to 
ensure she makes all the changes to her event that the board suggested.  Staff 
encouraged the board to attend the next Tourism Meeting and support the WHAM 
event; however, the proposals have already been reviewed by the Tourism Board.  For 
transparency, any changes will need to be discussed and presented during the open 
public meeting.   
 
Margaret Lieu attended a Beach Boys concert in Goodyear.  She also saw art at 
Communiversity that was a joint venture with West Valley Arts Council and WHAM.   
 
Chair Sandy Staehle found it interesting that the arts board was mentioned several 
times during the budget process.  She stated that the board is in the Council’s minds 
now and visible and pushing for something.  Context was that the board’s proposed 
budget was presented.  Now is even more reason for the strategic plan to be 
completed.  Council seemed to think WHAM and West Valley Arts Council were not 
separate entities.   
 
Kathy Morgan attended live performance of New York Metropolitan Opera that was 
broadcast in several places.  It is presented in conjunction with an entertainment group 
and in partnership with the Phoenix Opera.  She stated that there could be partnership 
opportunities there.   



 
Vice Chair Jim Biundo listened to thirty minutes of discussion regarding the board at the 
budget meeting.  He thought there were implications to what the board does in its 
strategic plan.  Councilman Woodard found a line item for this board of $134,200.  Mr. 
Biundo commented that we were told all line items for this board was swept.  Mr. Biundo 
stated that unless and until this board gets very active and proactive to do some things 
on its own with its own identity, then there will be no identity.  WHAM is very recognized 
but this board is not.  A direct quote when the WHAM proposal for the Tourism Board 
funding was discussed a member of Council asked what the Arts and Cultural Advisory 
Board’s  roll is and they said the board was supporting WHAM.  If the money does exist, 
Council discussed options and stated there is no process for allocating those funds.  
Council will establish a process so all boards and commissions can apply for a portion 
of those funds.  Whenever a budget request is submitted, it will need to support the 
Council’s strategic plan.  A specific comment was made by Interim City Manager Mark 
Coronado during the budget retreat that each board will submit a strategic plan which 
includes a funding mechanism. Councilmember Richard Alton mentioned what a 
wonderful arts venue the Techcelerator is and that it would make a great place for an art 
walk.  Councilmember Skip Hall stated that the City has had the arts board for a long 
time but he does not know what they do.  Mr. Biundo blames the board, not Council.   

 
D. Staff reports  

Tara Combs reported that Council is excited to bring art to city hall.  Now is the time to 
look at bringing tangible things to the board - how a Public Arts Plan and show an event 
brought from the board.  Ms. Combs reminded the board about the Memorial Day 
parade art contest needs judges so please submit an email if you would like to be a 
judge.   
 
Dana Garr shared the next Tourism Advisory Board meeting dates for the board to 
attend. 
 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC  

 

Andy Cepon commented that he was disappointed that no one from the Arts Board was present at 
the budget meetings to clear up communications.  The budget process was clear and transparent 
and felt that someone from the board should have been present and missed that opportunity. 

CONSENT AGENDA  

E.  Approval of items on the Consent Agenda 

No items were identified as consent agenda items. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS – NON PUBLIC HEARING  

 
Item 1 – CITYWIDE –Consideration and action to approve the minutes of the March 7, 2011 
Arts & Cultural Advisory Board meeting. 
 



Make change to Item One proposed budget A, to reflect 21.2 cents.  Loretta Warner advised to 
add the word cost after Birt’s Bistro.  Change phrase of creating, and growing a vibrant culture to 
remove duplication.  Modify Thomas Schultz’s comment regarding art not just economic.  Motion 
to approve Eric Cultum.  Seconded by Margaret Lieu.   
 
Arts are NOT just economic….add costs.  Motion to approve with stipulated changes Eric Cultum, 
second by ellise hayden. 
 
Item 2 – CITYWIDE – Presentation on Open Meeting Law. 
 
For the new board members, Assistant City Attorney James Gruber presented on Open Meeting Law.  
Eric Cultum clarified the email and technology question and where those fall in the [ARS 38-431].  Mr. 
Cultum follows the book and would like to see the city documents reflect the appropriate ARS.   
 
Item 3 – CITYWIDE – Thomas Schultz. 
Move to table to next meeting Jim Biundo, second Margaret Lieu. 
 
Item 4 – CITYWIDE – Ways the board can engage in the Second Sunday’s event.   
Tara Combs overviewed the Second Sunday’s in the Park concept of which it is an added element to 
the city park on a minimal budget incorporating a theme each month with a food vendor to 
compliment.  Chair Sandy Staehle would like to use this event for exposure and to give perspective of 
other things the board does other than hanging art.  Ms. Combs asked the board how they could 
compliment this event.  Ms. Staehle commented that staff was provided a list of potential musicians 
and  the board can provide resources along this line.  Now that the spring series has concluded, the 
Board can help with the Fall.  Last fall, the largest attended event, and one that’s a challenge is the 
Shakespeare event.  Ms. Combs will bring a calendar and a possible list of themes to the next 
meeting for the Board’s input. 
 
Eric Cultum suggested that any publications for the Second Sundays  include the Arts Board to 
increase visibility.   
 
Vice Chair Jim Biundo cautioned that before the board agrees to be identified as a sponsor that it is 
really the kind of thing the board wants to buy into as a project.  
 
Margaret Lieu stated one of the things that were brought up at the Council meeting was the WHAM 
funding request because Council was confused by the request thinking it was on behalf of the Arts 
Board.  The Board needs to be careful to not be absorbed into too many events.   
 
ellise hayden questioned if the board was an action board or an advisory board.   
 
Kathy Morgan commented when the Board asked for dollars, they are acting as an action board.  
 
Vice Chair Jim Biundo stated that it is all open to interpretation.   
 
Item 5 – CITYWIDE – Consideration and action to approve business cards for board members 
on an individual basis. 
 
Eric Cultum overviewed his request.  Quality of Life was given an opportunity of a picture ID, business 
cards, and it was up to each individual member to decide which they would like.   
 
The Board made a motion to obtain Council clarification on the item of business cards. Motion made 
by ellise hayden, second Margaret Lieu.  Opposed Eric Cultum. 



 
Item 6 – CITYWIDE – The board will continue the process of developing a strategic plan. 
 
Kathy Morgan suggested putting the strategic plan development at the beginning of the meeting to 
address it properly and make it the only item.  The Board reviewed a condensed draft submitted by 
other members and will bring back comments. 
 
Item 7 – CITYWIDE – Future agenda items. 
 
Grant Rules. 
Second Sunday’s dates (Sept, Oct, Nov) and themes 
City Calendar – Ken Lynch 
Update of WHAM’s presentation to the Tourism Board 
Public Art at City Facilities – Techcelerator 
 
NEW BUSINESS  

None 

ADJOURNMENT – Motion to adjourn ellise, seconded by K. Morgan. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:  

__________________________________ 

Mark Coronado, Interim City Manager 

  

 

 

CERTIFICATION:  

I, Dana Garr, Analyst for the City of Surprise 
Community and Recreation Services Department, 
Maricopa County, Arizona, do hereby verify that 
these are the true and correct minutes of the CRS 
Board meeting held on May 2, 2011. 
____________________________________  

Dana Garr, Sr. Analyst  

 

POSTED:  TIME:    

 

 

Linda Stevens, Deputy City Clerk 

 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Individuals needing reasonable accommodations, such as large print 
materials and oral/ ASL interpreters, should contact the Disability Advocate at 
623.222.3821 (Voice) or 623.222.3802 (TTY/VP) at least three (3) business days prior to 
the event so arrangements can be made.   
 

 


