CITY OF SURPRISE
ARTS & CULTURE ADVISORY BOARD
DRAFT Meeting Minutes
May 12,2010 / 5:00 PM
NORTHWEST REGIONAL LIBRARY
16089 N. BULLARD
SURPRISE, ARIZONA 85374
CALL TO ORDER: 6:02pm

A. Roll Call
Arts Committee Members Present: Kristy Miller (Chair), Sandra Staehle (Vice Chair), Eric Cultum, Kathie
Morgan, Jim Biundo, Elise Hayden
Ex-Officio Arts Committee Members Present: Kendra Amburgey, Julie Richard
Members Absent: Joanna Ciccolini-Mankewicz
City Staff: Melissa Miller, Dana Garr

B. Pledge of Allegiance

C. Current Events Reports — Members and staff commented on the Symphony in the Southwest, Jazz Divas,
and Surprise 365-a calendar of all things happening in the City of Surprise. A reception was attended by
member Cultum last week at the Gallery at Citadel Plaza. Mr. Biundo commented that the quarterly
report to council prompted a nice letter from Councilmember Wolcott. Mr. Cultum attended an art fair
at Mountain View School. DUSD is working to bring more art exhibits. May 21 is a tribute to the
Beatles. K. Miller met with the City Clerk, Mayor, Nancy Alcock, and Melissa Miller to discuss the
Surprise Historical Society Exhibit as drafter of the Arizona Humanities Grant.

D. Staff Reports —M. Miller updated the board on council’s discussions at the council retreat, council began
discussions on the potential to consolidate some boards and commissions in the city. The Arts Board is
one that is being considered. Now that the economy has slowed there is some duplication across the
some of the boards facilitated by the city. Council wants board service to be of value to the member
volunteering as well as the citizens. Mr. Biundo commented that there was discussion in the past to
form a community organization. Is this the time to explore the concept of a Surprise Arts Council? With
West Valley Arts Council moving to Surprise, change is already occurring and the community is becoming
more involved. J. Richards - Surprise is not large enough. Other cities are also spinning their wheels and
waiting for direction. Let WVAC fulfill that need since they are already here. K. Miller is on a board for
tennis that started a website and 501(3)(c). K. Amburgey — Birt’s Bistro also does an art exhibit. J.
Richardson commented that the WVAC website has a lot. M. Miller suggested that Surprise 365 can be
expanded as well. Mr. Biundo noted that there is so much untapped that can be explored thru the
WVAC concept including niche events and arts/crafts fairs. Surprise needs distinct art and signature
exhibits that don’t cost a lot of money. Santa Clara does a great sidewalk art event. K. Miller —
Scottsdale did one years ago where corporations sponsored each piece of the sidewalk with a portion of
the proceeds going to charity. Coveted arts festivals grow into wait listed events that have grown into
scholarships. Mr. Biundo — Its discouraging when money dictates if we can do an event. M. Miller — the
city is looking into a request for proposal process for vendors to come in and put together an event and
carry the risk. The focus and development will continue and arts will not go away, but the city is looking
to become more efficient. Mr. Cultum commented that we haven’t see the best of what Surprise has to
offer. From special interest classes to seminars to the WVAC, there are lots more opportunities. Ms.
Richards commented that the WVAC has gone from a $1.5million budget to $750,000. Executive
Directors, ballet, Mesa Arts Center, and talent are all struggling. E. Cultum advised DUSD is taking on
arts which is encouraging. J. Biundo, Valley Vista Performing Arts Center is active and Linda Streeter is in
charge of booking. M. Miller will email the board if council takes action but encourages members to
stay involved and engage staff.



CALL TO THE PUBLIC

No requests for the floor were received.
CONSENT AGENDA

E. Approval of items on the Consent Agenda
No items were identified as consent agenda items.

ARTS & CULTURE ADVISORY BOARD AGENDA ITEMS — NON PUBLIC HEARING
Item 1 — CITYWIDE - Approval of the April 5, 2010 Arts Board meeting minutes.
Motion to approve —J. Biundo, seconded by S. Staehle.

Item 2 — CITYWIDE - Discussion and possible action to place items on future Arts & Cultural Advisory Board
Meetings and Identification of the next meeting date.

Tabled
Item 3 — CITYWIDE - Discuss, review and revise the Arts & Cultural Strategic Plan.

Tabled

OTHER BUSINESS

Future agenda items —Continuation of the visioning exercise for next five years (part of strategic planning
process).

ADJOURNMENT — Meeting adjourned at 5:36pm. The next meeting to be determined.

ATTEST: CERTIFICATION:
I, Dana Garr, Analyst for the City of Surprise
Kristy Miller, Chair Community and Recreation Services

Department, Maricopa County, Arizona, do
hereby verify that these are the true and
correct minutes of the Arts Board meeting
held on May 12, 2010.

Dana Garr, Analyst

POSTED: TIME:

Linda Stevens, Deputy City Clerk

SPECIAL NOTE: Individuals needing reasonable accommodations, such as large print materials and oral/
ASL interpreters, should contact the Disability Advocate at 623.222.3821 (Voice) or 623.222.3802 (TTY/VP)
at least three (3) business days prior to the event so arrangements can be made.




