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History of Surprise
Surprise, located just 25 minutes west of downtown Phoenix along U.S. Route 60/State Highway
93, was founded in 1929 and incorporated in 1960. The name "Surprise" came from Surprise,
Nebraska, hometown of the city's founder, Homer C. Ludden. What was once a small farming
village now encompasses more than 70 square miles, including urban and commercial developments,
ranches and industrial parks. The once irrigated farmlands and orchards are now affordable real
estate for people and industry who wish to live, work and play in a progressive city. Surprise strikes
the perfect balance between the need of residential community and the growth of its business and
industrial sections.
Over the past 40 years, Surprise has grown from 500 residents to a city of nearly 60,000 people in
2003. The city offers a broad range of living styles, from small family subdivisions to a number of
secluded ranches. Surprise also offers a number of retirement communities that address the needs
and lifestyles of active adults. There are a number of recreation facilities including several beautiful
golf courses. Beginning in 2003, the City of Surprise will become the Major League Baseball Spring
Training home of the Texas Rangers and Kansas City Royals. Industrial growth zones have been
carefully selected to operate competitively, but harmoniously, with the residential community.

MUNICIPAL SERVICES
Excellence in municipal services is a City of Surprise standard. Surprise is a city that operates under
the Council/Manager form of government. An atmosphere of positive, quality growth prevails. The
city management team addresses all service areas in an efficient and professional manner. The city's
Mission and Value Statements are as follows:

Mission
The mission of the City of Surprise is to enhance the quality of life through the dedicated and efficient
management of our resources.
We Value
Our Citizens
Honesty and Integrity
Community Pride and Sense of Commitment
Professionalism and Teamwork
Mutual Respect
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